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II) POLICIES 
 
1. Best practices in research reporting  
 
Research submitted to Nemesis must comply with internationally-accepted standards for research 
practice and reporting, including data management, figure preparation, reproducibility, and 
reporting guidelines. We reserve the right to enforce standards that may be stricter than local legal 
or ethical frameworks. Issues discovered after publication will be addressed according to guidelines 
of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE, https://publicationethics.org/resources/guidelines) 
and may lead to a correction, retraction, or expression of concern. We may also contact authors’ 
institutions as appropriate. 
 
1.1 Ethical oversight  
 
We uphold rigorous standards for research ethics. Read our policies on human subjects research.  
 
1.2 Reporting research protocols 
 
We recommend depositing laboratory protocols at protocols.io [https://www.protocols.io/] which is 
an independent open-access platform to facilitate the communication of laboratory methodological 
details to increase reproducibility. Read the materials and methods guidelines for details. Clinical 
protocols, and protocols for observational and other non-laboratory investigations need to be part of 
the manuscript.  
 
1.3 Reporting guidelines for specific study types  
 
Authors are expected to comply with standard reporting guidelines for study designs. Check the 
EQUATOR Network [http://www.equator-network.org/] for reporting instructions and supporting 
documentation. Documentation for specific studies should be uploaded as part of manuscript 
submission. Read the submission guidelines. 
 
Clinical trial reports must adhere to the relevant reporting guidelines for their study design, such as 
CONSORT [http://www.consort-statement.org/ ] for randomized controlled trials, TREND 
[https://www.cdc.gov/trendstatement/] for non-randomized trials, and other specialized guidelines 
as appropriate. Read the policy on clinical trials (human subjects research).  
 
Reports of systematic reviews and meta-analyses must adhere to the PRISMA statement 
[http://www.prisma-statement.org/] as a guide, and include a completed PRISMA checklist and flow 
diagram to accompany the main text. Blank templates of the checklist and flow diagram can be 
downloaded from the PRISMA web site [http://www.prisma-statement.org/]. Authors must also 
state within their Methods section whether a protocol exists for their systematic review, and if so, 
provide a protocol in the method section.  
 
Reports of studies of diagnostic accuracy should conform to the STARD requirements 
[https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/stard-blcm/].  
 
For reports of epidemiological studies, authors should consult the STROBE initiative 
[https://www.strobe-statement.org/index.php?id=strobe-home].  
 

http://publicationethics.org/
https://www.protocols.io/
http://www.equator-network.org/
http://www.consort-statement.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/trendstatement/
http://prisma-statement.org/
http://www.strobe-statement.org/


2 
 

Reports of microarray experiments should conform to the MIAME guidelines 
[http://fged.org/projects/miame/] published by the Functional Genomics Data Society (FGED). 
 
For case reports authors should consult CARE case reports guidelines [http://www.care-
statement.org/; http://www.care-statement.org/resources/checklist] and apply the CARE checklist 
for case report and case series.  
 
2. Human subject research  
 
2.1 Summary of requirements  
 
Researchers submitting studies involving human participants must meet the following requirements: 
 
1) Obtain prior approval for human subjects research by an institutional or national review board 
(IRB) or equivalent ethics committee(s), 2) Declare compliance with ethical practices upon 
submission of a manuscript, 3) Report details on how informed consent for the research was 
obtained (or explain why consent was not obtained), 4) Submit, upon request from the journal, 
documentation from the review board or ethics committee confirming approval of the research, 5) 
For clinical trials, provide trial registration details, the study protocol, and CONSORT documentation 
(more information below), 6) Confirm that an identified individual has provided written consent for 
the use of that information. Read the submission guidelines (guidelines for specific study types). 
 
2.2 Policy enforcement  
 
All submissions describing clinical research and/or research on human subjects will be checked by 
Nemesis editorial staff to ensure that the requirements above are met. Failure to meet requirements 
may be grounds for rejection. If issues are discovered after publication, we may issue a correction or 
retraction as appropriate. We also reserve the right to contact the author’s institution. 
 
2.3 Clinical studies 
 
Clinical investigations must be conducted according to the principles expressed in the Declaration of 
Helsinki [http://irb.sinica.edu.tw/doc/regulation/DECLARATION%20OF%20HELSINKI%20(2013).pdf].. 
 
2.4 Clinical trials  
 
Nemesis follows the World Health Organization’s (WHO) definition of a clinical trial 
[http://www.who.int/ictrp/en/]: 
“A clinical trial is any research study that prospectively assigns human participants or groups of 
humans to one or more health-related interventions to evaluate the effects on health outcomes [...] 
Interventions include but are not restricted to drugs, cells and other biological products, surgical 
procedures, radiologic procedures, devices, behavioral treatments, process-of-care changes, 
preventive care, et.”. The ICMJE defines a clinical trial as any research project that prospectively 
assigns people or a group of people to an intervention, with or without concurrent comparison or 
control groups, to study the cause-and-effect relationship between a health-related intervention and 
health outcome. Health related interventions are those used to modify a biomedical or health-
related outcome. Examples include drugs, surgical procedures, devices, behavioral treatments, 
educational programs, dietary interventions, quality improvement interventions, and process-of-care 
changes. Health outcomes are any biomedical or health-related measures obtained in patients or 
participants, including pharmacokinetic measures and adverse effects. Nemesis will publish the trial 
registration number at the end of the abstract. Nemesis policies for clinical trial submissions are 
designed to promote transparency and reproducibility and to ensure the integrity of the reporting of 

http://fged.org/projects/miame/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-helsinki-ethical-principles-for-medical-research-involving-human-subjects/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-helsinki-ethical-principles-for-medical-research-involving-human-subjects/
http://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
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patient-centered trials. Compliance with Nemesis policies is required at submission in order for a 
manuscript to be processed. Editors and open-evaluation peer-reviewers should carefully review trial 
protocols and registration details and assess manuscripts according to CONSORT or other relevant 
guidelines. Concerns about clinical trial submissions should be brought to the attention of the 
editorial office as quickly as possible. 
 
2.5 Registering clinical trials 
 
All trials submitted to Nemesis must be entered in a publicly accessible registry approved by the 
WHO or ICMJE. The list of approved registries can be found here 
[http://www.who.int/ictrp/network/primary/en/]. Nemesis considers prospective trial registration 
(that is, registration before participant enrollment has begun) to be best publication practice, as 
recommended by the ICMJE. Clinical trials that began to enroll participants before ICMJE 
recommendations took effect on July 1, 2005 may be retrospectively registered. Authors wishing to 
submit a clinical trial that was not publicly registered before participant enrollment began must 
register the trial retrospectively in a publicly accessible registry. They must also: 1) Register all 
related clinical trials and confirm they have done so in the Methods section; 2) Explain in the 
Methods the specific reasons for failing to register before participant enrollment, 3) Confirm that 
future trials will be registered prospectively. Nemesis journal editors may decline to further consider 
any clinical trial for which, in the editor’s judgment, absence of prospective registration raises 
concerns of selective publication or selective reporting of research outcomes. Nemesis supports the 
public disclosure of all clinical trial results, as mandated, for example, by the 2007 FDA Amendments 
Act. Prior disclosure of results on a clinical trial registry site will not affect consideration. 
 
2.6 Required documentation  
 
Clinical trial reports must adhere to the relevant reporting guidelines for their study design, such as 
CONSORT [http://www.consort-statement.org] for randomized controlled trials, TREND 
[https://www.cdc.gov/trendstatement] for non-randomized trials, and other specialized guidelines as 
appropriate. For all clinical trial submissions, authors must include the following: 1) Registration 
details (reported in the Methods section and in the submission form), 2) CONSORT checklist or 
relevant reporting guideline, 3) CONSORT flow diagram, 4) Trial protocol (inside methodology 
section), 5) Details of prior approval for human subjects research by an institutional review board 
(IRB) or equivalent ethics committee(s). The submission will not be considered if documentation is 
not provided. All these elements will be published with the article. Moreover, the manuscript file 
must include the following information: 1) An explanation of any deviation from the trial protocol, 2) 
Description of informed consent obtained from participants, 3) Any information on statistical 
methods or participants not indicated in the CONSORT documentation. Nemesis reserves the right to 
ask for a blank sample copy of any forms used in the trial. Read the submission guidelines for specific 
information about submitting clinical trials. 
 
2.7 Patient privacy and informed consent for publication  
 
Patients have a right to privacy that should not be violated without informed consent. Patient 
consent is required in all human experiments (Nuremberg Code) and also when there is a concern 
about maintaining patient anonymity. Identifying information, including names, initials, or hospital 
numbers, will not be published in written descriptions, photographs, or pedigrees unless the 
information is essential for scientific purposes and the patient (or parent or guardian) gives written 
informed consent for publication. Informed consent for this purpose requires that an identifiable 
patient be shown the manuscript to be published. Authors should disclose to their patients whether 
any potential identifiable material might be available via the Internet as well as in print after 
publication. Patient consent should be written and archived with Nemesis and by the authors. 

http://www.who.int/ictrp/network/primary/en/
http://www.who.int/ictrp/network/primary/en/
http://www.consort-statement.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/trendstatement/
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Patient consent file can be downloaded here [download here]. Nonessential identifying details 
should be omitted. Masking the eye region in photographs of patients is inadequate protection of 
anonymity. If identifying characteristics are de-identified, authors should provide assurance, and 
editors will so note, that such changes do not distort scientific meaning. When informed consent has 
been obtained, it should be indicated in the published article. Submissions that include identifying 
patient information without appropriate patient consent will not be considered for publication. If 
identifying information is discovered after publication, the article will be temporarily withdrawn 
while any content compromising participant privacy is removed. 
 
2.8 Cell lines  
 
At submission, authors must declare what cell lines were used. Describing sources of cell lines 
indicates their origin and allows for the research to be reproduced. For de novo cell lines derived 
from human tissue, authors must confirm that they obtained approval from an institutional review 
board or equivalent ethics committee and consent from the donor or next of kin. 
Manuscripts using cell lines are checked at initial submission. Those that do not meet the 
requirements for cell line research will be rejected. Issues with cell lines’ identity, ethical oversight, 
or potential contamination discovered after publication may lead to a correction or retraction. 
Editors and open-evaluation peer-reviewers should evaluate cell line information during open-
evaluation peer-review and notify the journal if any concerns arise. 
 
3. Competing interests  
 
3.1 What represents a competing interest?  
 
A competing interest is anything that interferes with, or could reasonably be perceived as interfering 
with, the full and objective presentation, peer review, editorial decision-making, or publication of 
research or non-research articles submitted to Nemesis. Competing interests can be financial or non-
financial, professional, or personal. Competing interests can arise in relationship to an organization 
or another person. Declaring all potential competing interests is a requirement at Nemesis and is 
integral to the transparent reporting of research. Failure to declare competing interests can result in 
immediate rejection of a manuscript. If an undisclosed competing interest comes to light after 
publication, Nemesis will take action in accordance with COPE guidelines and issue a public 
notification to the community.  
 
3.2 What to declare?  
 
All potentially competing interests (see below) must be declared if they occurred within 5 years of 
conducting, or preparing for publication, the research under consideration. Interests outside the 5-
year time frame must also be declared if they could reasonably be perceived as competing according 
to the definition above. 
 
3.2.1 Financial competing interests  
 
Financial competing interests include but are not limited to: 1) Ownership of stocks or shares, 2) Paid 
employment or consultancy, 3) Board membership, 4) Patent applications (pending or actual), 
including individual applications or those belonging to the institution to which the authors are 
affiliated and from which the authors may benefit, 5) Research grants (from any source, restricted or 
unrestricted), 6) Travel grants and honoraria for speaking or participation at meetings, 7) Gifts.  
 
3.2.2 Non-financial competing interests  
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Non-financial competing interests include but are not limited to: 1) Acting as an expert witness, 2) 
Membership in a government or other advisory board, 3) Relationship (paid or unpaid) with 
organizations and funding bodies including nongovernmental organizations, research institutions, or 
charities, 4) Membership of lobbying or advocacy organizations, 5) Writing or consulting for an 
educational company, 6) Personal relationships (i.e. friend, spouse, family member, current or 
previous mentor, adversary) with individuals involved in the submission or evaluation of a paper, 
such as authors, peer-reviewers, editors, or members of the editorial board of Nemesis, 7) Personal 
convictions (political, religious, ideological, or other) related to a paper's topic that might interfere 
with an unbiased publication process (at the stage of authorship, open-evaluation peer review, 
editorial decision-making, or publication). 
 
3.3 Who must declare competing interests?  
 
3.3.1 Authors  
 
At the time of submission, authors must state what competing interests are relevant to the 
submitted research. These may include but are not limited to: 1) Names of all funding sources, 2) 
Description of funder’s role in the study design; collection, analysis, and interpretation of data; 
writing of the paper; and/or decision to submit for publication, 3) Whether they have served or 
currently serve on the editorial board of the journal to which they are submitting, 4) Whether they 
have acted as an expert witness in relevant legal proceedings, 5) Whether they have sat or currently 
sit on a committee for an organization that may benefit from publication of the paper.  
 
3.3.2 Editors and open evaluation peer-reviewers  
 
Editors and open peer-reviewers must declare their own competing interests and if necessary 
disqualify themselves from involvement in the assessment of a manuscript. Common reasons for 
editors and reviewers to recuse themselves from the open-evaluation peer-review process may 
include but are not limited to: 1) They work at the same institution or organization as an author, 
currently or recently, 2) They collaborate with an author, currently or recently, 3) They have 
published with an author during the past 5 years, 4) They have held grants with an author, currently 
or recently, 5) They have a personal relationship with an author that does not allow them to evaluate 
the manuscript objectively. 
 
3.4 Editorial actions and decisions  
 
Nemesis journal editors must take all competing interests into account and ensure that any relevant 
ones are declared in the published article. Nemesis editors will not publish commissioned or any 
other non-research articles if they are aware of a competing interest that, in their judgment, could 
introduce bias or a reasonable perception of bias.  
 
4. Disclosure of funding sources  
 
All Nemesis authors are required to declare what support they received to carry out their research. 
Declaring funding sources acknowledges funders’ contributions, fulfills funding requirements, and 
promotes greater transparency in the research process. Nemesis adheres to GPP2 Good Publication 
Practice for Communicating Company Sponsored Medical Research 
[http://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/339/bmj.b4330.full.pdf]. 
 
4.1 What to declare?  
 

http://www.bmj.com/content/339/bmj.b4330.full
http://www.bmj.com/content/339/bmj.b4330.full
http://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/339/bmj.b4330.full.pdf
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Each author must individually declare all sources of funding received for the research submitted to 
the journal. This information includes the name of granting agencies, grant numbers, and a 
description of each funder’s role. If the funder has played no role in the research, this must be stated 
as well. Authors are not required to provide the complete list of every single grant that supports 
them if the grant is not related to the research published. 
 
4.2 Funding statement  
 
A Funding Statement is included in the metadata of each published article. The Funding Statement 
includes the funding information declared by the authors. Inaccurate information about funding 
discovered after publication may require a correction. 
 
4.3 How to declare?  
 
Funding information must be added after the acknowledgements and before the references list. 
Read the submission guidelines. 
 
4.4 Funding from tobacco companies 
 
Nemesis will not consider for publication manuscripts in which any of the research costs or authors' 
salaries have been funded, in whole or in part, by a tobacco company. 
 
5. Licenses and copyright  
 
5.1 License agreement [download the copyright license here] 

In submitting an article to Nemesis journal I certify that; 

1. I am authorized by my co-authors to enter into these arrangements. 

2. I warrant, on behalf of myself and my co-authors, that: 

o the article is original, has not been formally published in any other peer-reviewed 
journal, is not under consideration by any other journal and does not infringe any 
existing copyright or any other third party rights;  

o I am/we are the sole author(s) of the article and have full authority to enter into this 
agreement and in granting rights to Nemesis journal are not in breach of any other 
obligation; 

o the article contains nothing that is unlawful, libelous, or which would, if published, 
constitute a breach of contract or of confidence or of commitment given to secrecy; 

o I/we have taken due care to ensure the integrity of the article. To my/our - and 
currently accepted scientific - knowledge all statements contained in it purporting to 
be facts are true and any formula or instruction contained in the article will not, if 
followed accurately, cause any injury, illness or damage to the user. 

3. I, on the name of all co-authors, agree that the article, if editorially accepted for publication, 
shall be licensed under the Creative Commons license CC BY SA 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/ 

[End of Nemesis journal license agreement]  
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5.1.1 Information on Creative commons license CC-BY-SA 
 

Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0)  

This is a human-readable summary of (and not a substitute for) the license.  

You are free to: 

Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format.  

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

Adapt – remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially 

Under the following terms: 

Attribution – you must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. 

ShareAlike – if you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your 
contributions under the same license as the original. 

No additional restrictions – You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

Notices:  

You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or 

where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.  

No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your 

intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how 

you use the material.  

 
5.1.2 Legal license CC-BY-SA 4.0 

Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International Public License 

By exercising the Licensed Rights (defined below), You accept and agree to be bound by the terms 
and conditions of this Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International Public License 
("Public License"). To the extent this Public License may be interpreted as a contract, You are granted 
the Licensed Rights in consideration of Your acceptance of these terms and conditions, and the 
Licensor grants You such rights in consideration of benefits the Licensor receives from making the 
Licensed Material available under these terms and conditions. 

Section 1 – Definitions. 

a. Adapted Material means material subject to Copyright and Similar Rights that is derived from or 
based upon the Licensed Material and in which the Licensed Material is translated, altered, arranged, 
transformed, or otherwise modified in a manner requiring permission under the Copyright and 
Similar Rights held by the Licensor. For purposes of this Public License, where the Licensed Material is 
a musical work, performance, or sound recording, Adapted Material is always produced where the 
Licensed Material is synched in timed relation with a moving image. 

b. Adapter's License means the license You apply to Your Copyright and Similar Rights in Your 
contributions to Adapted Material in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Public License. 
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c. BY-SA Compatible License means a license listed at creativecommons.org/compatiblelicenses, 
approved by Creative Commons as essentially the equivalent of this Public License. 

d. Copyright and Similar Rights means copyright and/or similar rights closely related to copyright 
including, without limitation, performance, broadcast, sound recording, and Sui Generis Database 
Rights, without regard to how the rights are labeled or categorized. For purposes of this Public 
License, the rights specified in Section “2”(b)(1)-(2) are not Copyright and Similar Rights. 

e. Effective Technological Measures means those measures that, in the absence of proper authority, 
may not be circumvented under laws fulfilling obligations under Article 11 of the WIPO Copyright 
Treaty adopted on December 20, 1996, and/or similar international agreements. 

f. Exceptions and Limitations means fair use, fair dealing, and/or any other exception or limitation to 
Copyright and Similar Rights that applies to Your use of the Licensed Material. 

g. License Elements means the license attributes listed in the name of a Creative Commons Public 
License. The License Elements of this Public License are Attribution and ShareAlike. 

h. Licensed Material means the artistic or literary work, database, or other material to which the 
Licensor applied this Public License. 

i. Licensed Rights means the rights granted to You subject to the terms and conditions of this Public 
License, which are limited to all Copyright and Similar Rights that apply to Your use of the Licensed 
Material and that the Licensor has authority to license. 

j. Licensor means the individual(s) or entity(ies) granting rights under this Public License. 

k. Share means to provide material to the public by any means or process that requires permission 
under the Licensed Rights, such as reproduction, public display, public performance, distribution, 
dissemination, communication, or importation, and to make material available to the public including 
in ways that members of the public may access the material from a place and at a time individually 
chosen by them. 

l. Sui Generis Database Rights means rights other than copyright resulting from Directive 96/9/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 1996 on the legal protection of databases, 
as amended and/or succeeded, as well as other essentially equivalent rights anywhere in the world. 

m. You means the individual or entity exercising the Licensed Rights under this Public License. Your has 
a corresponding meaning. 

Section 2 – Scope. 

a. License grant. 

1. Subject to the terms and conditions of this Public License, the Licensor hereby grants You a 
worldwide, royalty-free, non-sublicensable, non-exclusive, irrevocable license to exercise the 
Licensed Rights in the Licensed Material to: 

A. reproduce and Share the Licensed Material, in whole or in part; and 

B. produce, reproduce, and Share Adapted Material. 

2. Exceptions and Limitations. For the avoidance of doubt, where Exceptions and Limitations apply to 
Your use, this Public License does not apply, and You do not need to comply with its terms and 
conditions. 

3. Term. The term of this Public License is specified in Section 6a. 

4. Media and formats; technical modifications allowed. The Licensor authorizes You to exercise the 
Licensed Rights in all media and formats whether now known or hereafter created, and to make 
technical modifications necessary to do so. The Licensor waives and/or agrees not to assert any right 
or authority to forbid You from making technical modifications necessary to exercise the Licensed 
Rights, including technical modifications necessary to circumvent Effective Technological Measures. 



9 
 

For purposes of this Public License, simply making modifications authorized by this Section “2”(a)(4) 
never produces Adapted Material. 

5. Downstream recipients 

A. Offer from the Licensor – Licensed Material. Every recipient of the Licensed Material automatically 
receives an offer from the Licensor to exercise the Licensed Rights under the terms and conditions of 
this Public License. 

B. Additional offer from the Licensor – Adapted Material. Every recipient of Adapted Material from You 
automatically receives an offer from the Licensor to exercise the Licensed Rights in the Adapted 
Material under the conditions of the Adapter’s License You apply. 

C. No downstream restrictions. You may not offer or impose any additional or different terms or 
conditions on, or apply any Effective Technological Measures to, the Licensed Material if doing so 
restricts exercise of the Licensed Rights by any recipient of the Licensed Material. 

6. No endorsement. Nothing in this Public License constitutes or may be construed as permission to 
assert or imply that You are, or that Your use of the Licensed Material is, connected with, or 
sponsored, endorsed, or granted official status by, the Licensor or others designated to receive 
attribution as provided in Section “3” (a)(1)(A)(i). 

b. Other rights. 

1. Moral rights, such as the right of integrity, are not licensed under this Public License, nor are 
publicity, privacy, and/or other similar personality rights; however, to the extent possible, the 
Licensor waives and/or agrees not to assert any such rights held by the Licensor to the limited extent 
necessary to allow You to exercise the Licensed Rights, but not otherwise. 

2. Patent and trademark rights are not licensed under this Public License. 

3. To the extent possible, the Licensor waives any right to collect royalties from You for the exercise of 
the Licensed Rights, whether directly or through a collecting society under any voluntary or waivable 
statutory or compulsory licensing scheme. In all other cases the Licensor expressly reserves any right 
to collect such royalties. 

Section 3 – License Conditions. 

Your exercise of the Licensed Rights is expressly made subject to the following conditions. 

a. Attribution. 

1. If You Share the Licensed Material (including in modified form), You must: 

A. retain the following if it is supplied by the Licensor with the Licensed Material: 

i. identification of the creator(s) of the Licensed Material and any others designated to receive 
attribution, in any reasonable manner requested by the Licensor (including by pseudonym if 
designated); 

ii. a copyright notice; 

iii. a notice that refers to this Public License; 

iv. a notice that refers to the disclaimer of warranties; 

v. a URI or hyperlink to the Licensed Material to the extent reasonably practicable; 

B. indicate if You modified the Licensed Material and retain an indication of any previous modifications; 
and 

C. indicate the Licensed Material is licensed under this Public License, and include the text of, or the URI 
or hyperlink to, this Public License. 
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2. You may satisfy the conditions in Section “3”(a)(1) in any reasonable manner based on the medium, 
means, and context in which You Share the Licensed Material. For example, it may be reasonable to 
satisfy the conditions by providing a URI or hyperlink to a resource that includes the required 
information. 

3. If requested by the Licensor, You must remove any of the information required by Section 
“3”(a)(1)(A) to the extent reasonably practicable. 

b. ShareAlike. 

In addition to the conditions in Section “3”(a), if You Share Adapted Material You produce, the 
following conditions also apply. 

1. The Adapter’s License You apply must be a Creative Commons license with the same License 
Elements, this version or later, or a BY-SA Compatible License. 

2. You must include the text of, or the URI or hyperlink to, the Adapter's License You apply. You may 
satisfy this condition in any reasonable manner based on the medium, means, and context in which 
You Share Adapted Material. 

3. You may not offer or impose any additional or different terms or conditions on, or apply any Effective 
Technological Measures to, Adapted Material that restrict exercise of the rights granted under the 
Adapter's License You apply. 

Section 4 – Sui Generis Database Rights. 

Where the Licensed Rights include Sui Generis Database Rights that apply to Your use of the Licensed 
Material: 

a. for the avoidance of doubt, Section “2”(a)(1) grants You the right to extract, reuse, reproduce, and 
Share all or a substantial portion of the contents of the database; 

b. if You include all or a substantial portion of the database contents in a database in which You have 
Sui Generis Database Rights, then the database in which You have Sui Generis Database Rights (but 
not its individual contents) is Adapted Material, including for purposes of Section “3”(b); and 

c. You must comply with the conditions in Section “3”(a) if You Share all or a substantial portion of the 
contents of the database. 

For the avoidance of doubt, this Section “4” supplements and does not replace Your obligations 
under this Public License where the Licensed Rights include other Copyright and Similar Rights. 

Section 5 – Disclaimer of Warranties and Limitation of Liability. 

a. Unless otherwise separately undertaken by the Licensor, to the extent possible, the Licensor offers 
the Licensed Material as-is and as-available, and makes no representations or warranties of any kind 
concerning the Licensed Material, whether express, implied, statutory, or other. This includes, 
without limitation, warranties of title, merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, non-
infringement, absence of latent or other defects, accuracy, or the presence or absence of errors, 
whether or not known or discoverable. Where disclaimers of warranties are not allowed in full or in 
part, this disclaimer may not apply to You. 

b. To the extent possible, in no event will the Licensor be liable to You on any legal theory (including, 
without limitation, negligence) or otherwise for any direct, special, indirect, incidental, 
consequential, punitive, exemplary, or other losses, costs, expenses, or damages arising out of this 
Public License or use of the Licensed Material, even if the Licensor has been advised of the possibility 
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of such losses, costs, expenses, or damages. Where a limitation of liability is not allowed in full or in 
part, this limitation may not apply to You. 

c. The disclaimer of warranties and limitation of liability provided above shall be interpreted in a 
manner that, to the extent possible, most closely approximates an absolute disclaimer and waiver of 
all liability. 

Section 6 – Term and Termination. 

a. This Public License applies for the term of the Copyright and Similar Rights licensed here. However, if 
You fail to comply with this Public License, then Your rights under this Public License terminate 
automatically. 

b. Where Your right to use the Licensed Material has terminated under Section “6”(a), it reinstates: 

1. automatically as of the date the violation is cured, provided it is cured within 30 days of Your 
discovery of the violation; or 

2. upon express reinstatement by the Licensor. 

For the avoidance of doubt, this Section “6”(b) does not affect any right the Licensor may have to 
seek remedies for Your violations of this Public License. 

c. For the avoidance of doubt, the Licensor may also offer the Licensed Material under separate terms 
or conditions or stop distributing the Licensed Material at any time; however, doing so will not 
terminate this Public License. 

d. Sections “1”, “5”, “6”, “7”, and “8” survive termination of this Public License. 

Section 7 – Other Terms and Conditions. 

a. The Licensor shall not be bound by any additional or different terms or conditions communicated by 
You unless expressly agreed. 

b. Any arrangements, understandings, or agreements regarding the Licensed Material not stated herein 
are separate from and independent of the terms and conditions of this Public License. 

Section 8 – Interpretation. 

a. For the avoidance of doubt, this Public License does not, and shall not be interpreted to, reduce, 
limit, restrict, or impose conditions on any use of the Licensed Material that could lawfully be made 
without permission under this Public License. 

b. To the extent possible, if any provision of this Public License is deemed unenforceable, it shall be 
automatically reformed to the minimum extent necessary to make it enforceable. If the provision 
cannot be reformed, it shall be severed from this Public License without affecting the enforceability 
of the remaining terms and conditions. 

c. No term or condition of this Public License will be waived and no failure to comply consented to 
unless expressly agreed to by the Licensor. 

d. Nothing in this Public License constitutes or may be interpreted as a limitation upon, or waiver of, 
any privileges and immunities that apply to the Licensor or You, including from the legal processes of 
any jurisdiction or authority. 

By exercising the Licensed Rights (defined below), You accept and agree to be bound by the terms 
and conditions of this Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 
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International Public License ("Public License"). To the extent this Public License may be interpreted as 
a contract, You are granted the Licensed Rights in consideration of Your acceptance of these terms 
and conditions, and the Licensor grants You such rights in consideration of benefits the Licensor 
receives from making the Licensed Material available under these terms and conditions. 

 
5.2 What can others do with my original article content?  
 
Nemesis journal applies the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY-SA 4.0) license 
[https://creativecommons.org/licenses/] to all types of articles, to open-evaluation peer-reviews, and 
to all other works we publish. If you submit your paper or your open-evaluation peer-review for 
publication by Nemesis, you agree to have the CC BY-SA 4.0 license applied to your work.  
 
5.3 May I use content owned by someone else in my article?  
 
Nemesis journal does not accept the use of content which does not belong primary to the author.  
 
5.4 May I use article content I previously published in another journal?  
 
Nemesis journal does not accept the use of content which was previously published in another 
journal.  
 
5.5 Removal of content used without clear rights  
 
Nemesis reserves the right to remove any photos, captures, images, figures, tables, illustrations, and 
the like, from any paper, whether before or after publication, if we have reason to believe that the 
content was included in your paper without permission from the owner of the content. 
 
6. Ethical Publishing Practice 
 
6.1 Overview  
 
Nemesis journal adheres to principles of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) 
[https://publicationethics.org/], respects its Code of Conduct 
[https://publicationethics.org/resources/code-conduct], and aim to adhere to its Best Practice 
Guidelines [https://publicationethics.org/files/Code_of_conduct_for_journal_editors_Mar11.pdf]. 
Authors are expected to be aware of, and comply with, best practice in publication ethics specifically 
but not limited to authorship (for example avoidance of ghost or guest authorship), dual submission, 
plagiarism, manipulation of figures, competing interests and compliance with policies on research 
ethics. Open-evaluation peer-reviewers and editors are required to treat manuscripts fairly, and to 
declare any competing interests. Nemesis will vigorously investigate allegations of research or 
publication misconduct and reserve the right to contact authors’ institutions, funders or regulatory 
bodies if needed. In cases of suspected or alleged misconduct, Nemesis will follow the COPE 
flowcharts and may also seek advice at the COPE forum. If Nemesis journal finds conclusive evidence 
of misconduct it will take steps to correct the scientific record, which may include issuing a correction 
or retraction. If you have any concerns about potential misconduct, please email nemesis-
pul@uclouvain.be. address correspondence to the journal’s Editor-in-Chief.  
 
6.2 Plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism is not acceptable in Nemesis submissions. Plagiarized content will not be considered for 
publication. If plagiarism is identified, we will follow COPE guidelines 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://publicationethics.org/
https://publicationethics.org/
https://publicationethics.org/resources/code-conduct
http://www.publicationethics.org/files/Code_of_conduct_for_journal_editors_Mar11.pdf
http://www.publicationethics.org/files/Code_of_conduct_for_journal_editors_Mar11.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/files/Code_of_conduct_for_journal_editors_Mar11.pdf
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/authorship
mailto:nemesis-pul@uclouvain.be
mailto:nemesis-pul@uclouvain.be
http://publicationethics.org/files/u2/02A_Plagiarism_Submitted.pdf
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[https://publicationethics.org/files/u2/02A_Plagiarism_Submitted.pdf]. Plagiarism includes, but is 
not limited to: 1) Directly copying text from other sources without attribution, 2) Copying ideas, 
images, or data from other sources without attribution, 3) Reusing text from your own previous 
publications without attribution or agreement of the editor (read the COPE guidelines on text 
recycling) 
[https://publicationethics.org/files/BioMed%20Central_text_recycling_editorial_guidelines.pdf], 4) 
Using an idea from another source with slightly modified language without attribution.  
The exception that is acceptable is the reusing text from the methods section in the author’s 
previous publications, with attribution to the source. Nemesis uses Compilatio software 
[https://www.compilatio.net/inscription/3g9wp]to screen submitted content for originality. We will 
do a follow-up investigation if the software raises any concerns. If plagiarism is detected during the 
open-evaluation peer-review process, we may issue a correction or retract the paper, as appropriate. 
We reserve the right to inform authors' institutions about plagiarism detected either before or after 
publication. We expect that editors and open evaluation peer-reviewers will be vigilant in their 
evaluation of Nemesis submissions and articles and will notify the journal about any plagiarism 
identified. 
 
6.3 Submission and publication of related studies  
 
6.3.1 Author requirements  
 
Upon submission of a manuscript, authors must indicate whether there are any related manuscripts 
under consideration or published elsewhere. If related work has been submitted or published 
elsewhere, authors must include a copy of it with their submission and describe its relation to the 
submitted work. Prior publication of research as a thesis, presentation at medical or scientific 
conferences, or posting on preprint servers will not preclude consideration of the manuscript. 
Nemesis supports the public disclosure of all clinical trial results, as mandated, for example, by the 
2007 FDA Amendments Act. Prior disclosure of results on a clinical trial registry site will not affect 
consideration. 
 
6.3.2 Editor and open-evaluation peer-reviewer requirements  
 
Open-evaluation peer-reviewers and editors should evaluate any related content and notify the 
journal of overlap. Editors and open-evaluation peer-reviewers should alert the journal if they 
identify duplicate submissions or publications. 
 
6.3.3 Policy enforcement  
 
If related content is found to be too similar to the Nemesis submission, or if a duplicate submission is 
discovered, we will reject the manuscript if submitted. Duplicate content discovered after publication 
will be addressed depending on the degree of overlap. The journal may issue a correction or a 
retraction as appropriate. 
 
6.4 Figure Preparation  
 
Image files should not be manipulated or adjusted in any way that could lead to misinterpretation of 
the information present in the original image. Read more about image manipulation in Submissions, 
chapter Figures. 
 
6.5 Biosecurity and Dual Use Research of Concern  
 

http://publicationethics.org/files/BioMed%20Central_text_recycling_editorial_guidelines.pdf
http://publicationethics.org/files/BioMed%20Central_text_recycling_editorial_guidelines.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/files/BioMed%20Central_text_recycling_editorial_guidelines.pdf
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/figures#loc-image-manipulation
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We recognize that certain research may fall into the category of “dual use research of concern”. This 
is defined by the NSABB as any "biological research with legitimate scientific purpose that may be 
misused to pose a biologic threat to public health and/or national security". As an Open-Access 
journal, Nemesis remains committed to the widespread dissemination of research while being 
sensitive to the issues of responsible publication standards. In this context, we assess the risks and 
benefits of the research. If the risks outweigh the benefits, we will not consider the research for 
publication. 
 
6.5.1 Author requirements  
 
Authors are obligated to disclose potential bioethics/dual use concerns to the journal office at the 
time of initial submission. 
 
6.5.2 Editor and open-evaluation peer-reviewer requirements  
 
Editors and open-evaluation peer-reviewers are expected to evaluate potential risks and alert the 
journal with any concerns. 
 
6.5.3 Policy enforcement  
 
Manuscripts are checked at submission for any potential risks. Issues identified at submission may 
lead to rejection of the manuscript. If risks are identified after publication of an article, we will take 
steps to minimize that risk in accordance with prevailing guidelines. We will follow up with authors’ 
institutions depending on the severity of the issues. 
 
7. Authorship  
 
Everyone listed as an author should meet our criteria for authorship. Everyone who meets our 
criteria for authorship must be listed as an author. We expect that all authors will take public 
responsibility for the content of the manuscript submitted to Nemesis. The contributions of all 
authors must be described. All authors will be contacted by email at submission to ensure that they 
are aware of and approve the submission of the manuscript, its content, and its authorship.  
 
7.1 Qualifying for Authorship 
 
Authorship criteria are based on the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) 
Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals 
[http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-
authors-and-contributors.html#two]. The ICMJE lists four conditions for authorship credit. Authors 
must meet all four conditions in order to be listed: 1) Substantial contributions to conception and 
design, acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data, and, 2) Drafting the article or 
revising it critically for important intellectual content, and 3) Final approval of the version to be 
published, and 4) Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions 
related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and 
resolved. 
 
7.2 Group Authorship  
 
The ICMJE recommends that group authorship adhere to the following guidelines: 
“When a large, multicenter group has conducted the work, the group should identify the individuals 
who accept direct responsibility for the manuscript. These individuals should fully meet the criteria for 
authorship/contributorship defined above, and editors will ask these individuals to complete journal-

http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html#two
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specific author and conflict-of-interest disclosure forms. When submitting a manuscript authored by a 
group, the corresponding author should clearly indicate the preferred citation and identify all 
individual authors as well as the group name. Journals generally list other members of the group in 
the Acknowledgments. The NLM indexes the group name and the names of individuals the group has 
identified as being directly responsible for the manuscript; it also lists the names of collaborators if 
they are listed in Acknowledgments”. Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or general supervision 
of the research group alone does not constitute authorship. 
 
7.3 Author contributions  
 
The contributions of all authors must be described according to Nemesis journal instructions for 
authors criteria. Nemesis has adopted the PLOS one taxonomy which is based on CRediT taxonomy, 
and which describes each author’s individual contributions to the work. The submitting author is 
responsible for providing the contributions of all authors at submission. We expect that all authors 
have reviewed, discussed, and agreed to their individual contributions ahead of this time. 
Contributions will be published with the final article, and they should accurately reflect contributions 
to the work.  
 
Roles of contributors 

Contributor role Role definition 

Conceptualization Ideas, formulation, of evolution of overreaching 
research goals and aims 

Data Curation Management activities to annotate (produce 
metadata), scrub data and maintain research 
data (including software code, where it is 
necessary for interpreting the data itself) for 
initial use and later reuse 

Formal analysis Application of statistical, mathematical, 
computational, or other formal techniques to 
analyze or synthesize study data 

Funding acquisition Acquisition of the financial support for the 
project to this publication 

Investigation Conducting a research and investigation process, 
specifically performing the experiments, or 
data/evidence collection 

Methodology Development of design of methodology, 
creation of models 

Project administration Management and coordination responsibility for 
the research activity planning and execution 

Resources  Provision of study materials, reagents, materials, 
patients, laboratory samples, animals, 
instrumentation, computing resources, or other 
analysis tools 

Software Programming, software development, designing 
computer programs, implementation of the 
computer code and supporting algorithms, 
testing of existing code components 

Supervision Oversight and leadership responsibility for the 
research activity planning and execution, 
including mentorship external to the core team 

Validation Verification, whether as a part of the activity or 



16 
 

separate, of the overall 
replication/reproducibility of 
results/experiments and other research outputs 

Visualization Preparation, creation and/or presentation of the 
published work, specifically visualization/data 
presentation 

Writing-original draft preparation Creation and/or presentation of the published 
work, specifically writing the initial draft 
(including substantive translation) 

Writing-review and editing Preparation, creation and/or presentation of the 
published work by those from the original 
research group, specifically critical review, 
commentary or revision-including pre- or post-
publication stages 

 
7.4 Acknowledgments  
 
Contributors who do not meet the criteria for authorship should be mentioned in the 
Acknowledgments. It is expected that those being acknowledged have given their permission to be 
named. 
 
7.5 Corresponding author responsibilities  
 
The corresponding author takes responsibility for and speaks on behalf of all authors.  
 
7.5.1 Pre-publication  
 
The corresponding author: 1) Ensure that the manuscript is in full adherence with all Nemesis 
editorial and publishing policies, 2) Ensure that all authors have access to the final version of the 
manuscript that is submitted to the journal, and agree to the author list and author contributions, 3) 
Ensure that all authors have seen the final draft of the manuscript before it is published, 4) Provide to 
the journal written confirmation that all authors consent to any requested changes in the 
manuscript’s authorship, 5) provide with copyright license agreement signed on behalf of all authors. 
 
7.5.2 Post-publication  
 
The corresponding author: 1) Continue to be the point of contact for queries about the published 
paper, and 2) Inform all coauthors of any matters arising and ensure such matters are dealt with 
promptly.  
 
7.6 Professional Medical Writers  
 
The involvement of any professional medical writer in the publication process must be declared. The 
European Medical Writers' Association site [https://www.emwa.org/] contain additional information 
about the role of medical writers. 
 
7.7 Authorship Changes  
 
Nemesis follows the COPE guidelines [https://publicationethics.org/] for changes in authorship. 
Changing the author list after submission requires agreement from all authors. This includes 
additions, deletions, and changes in ordering. Requests must come from the corresponding author 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/editorial-and-publishing-policies
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/editorial-and-publishing-policies
http://www.publicationethics.org/
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along with an explanation for the change. If the change is deemed to be appropriate, the 
corresponding author must receive and provide to Nemesis the consent to the change from all the 
authors, including any being added, deleted, or reordered. Authorship issues identified after 
publication may result in a correction. In the case of an authorship dispute, the journal will not 
arbitrate. If the authors are unable to resolve the dispute themselves, we will raise the issue with the 
authors’ institution(s) and abide by its guidelines. 
 
7.8 Author Identification  
 
Nemesis endorses ORCID [https://orcid.org/] and requires that all corresponding authors, and all first 
equivalent authors provide an ORCID iD when submitting a manuscript. We publish all the authors 
ORCID iD if the manuscript is accepted.  
 
 

http://www.orcid.org/

